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COVID-19 Large Gatherings Guidance 
This interim guidance is intended for organizers and staff responsible for planning mass gatherings or large 
community events in the United States. A mass gathering is a planned or spontaneous event with a large 
number of people in attendance that could strain the planning and response resources of the community 
hosting the event, such as a concert, festival, conference, or sporting event. 
 
COVID-19 is an emerging respiratory disease and there is more to learn about its transmission, clinical course, 
and populations at increased risk of disease and complications (see How COVID-19 Spreads). Everyone can do 
their part to help plan, prepare, and respond to this emerging public health threat. 
Older adults and persons with severe underlying health conditions are considered to be at increased risk of 
more serious illness after contracting COVID-19.  Priority should be given to ensuring the safety of these 
groups of people, particularly for any mass gatherings that are expected to have a large number of older 
adults or persons with underlying conditions. 
 
As the COVID-19 outbreak evolves, CDC strongly encourages event organizers and staff to prepare for the 
possibility of outbreaks in their communities. Creating an emergency plan for mass gatherings and large 
community events can help protect you and the health of your event participants and the local community. 
 
CDC has developed recommended actions for preventing the spread of COVID-19 at mass gatherings and large 
community events. This guidance suggests strategies to help you plan for and implement ways in which to 
better protect all involved in a mass gathering. 

Organizers should continually assess, based on current conditions, whether to postpone, cancel, or 
significantly reduce the number of attendees (if possible) for mass gatherings.  

 


